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Letter from the Editor 

 
As with so many things this year, the 

present edition of the journal almost didn’t 

happen. The Coronavirus pandemic has 

affected everything and everyone, from 

canceling conferences to sudden scrambles 

to adapt to teaching and learning. Not all of 

these efforts have gone well as cases spike 

among students, educators, and staff from 

pre-kindergarten to doctoral levels.  

We put out our normal CFP well before 

news of the spreading disease hit American 

news so we received several items that 

would have been thoroughly customary for 

our journal. But then things changed. So, we 

put out a special call for items related 

specifically to how people are using fandom 

and neomedia to understand, combat, and 

endure the virus, both written and visual art 

as can be seen in our frontispiece. We will 

continue to call for and accept such work in 

the next year. And all that was before things 

even really started to hit home for me and 

my fellow editors. 

In addition to contracting the virus and 

becoming quite ill myself, I lost one student 

to the disease and several more have lost 

close family members. I’m sure many of you 

out there have similar stories. Beyond doing 

my best to listen and point them toward 

resources offered by our school, I am not 

emotionally equipped to help students in 

such a situation and I would wager that a 

great many of the rest of us aren’t, either. 

But I’ve found that the listening is one of the 

important parts.  

And yet we persevere. We do what we 

can as best we can, knowing full well that 

our best in one situation may be wildly 

different from our best in another context. 

We continue our research. We talk to 

colleagues and loved ones. We teach and 

learn with whatever platforms, technologies, 

and media are available to us. We maintain 

rigorous standards while understanding that 

our entire species is going through a rough 

time and compassion must have a role in all 

we do. 

Those two things, the listening and the 

compassion, those are what matter. With 

them, we can maintain our dignity and help 

others maintain theirs through anything, 

whether continuing the struggle or passing 

into the undiscovered country. I have no 

other advice to offer. I’m not a medical 

professional of any sort. I’m a historian. 

That’s why I can say with confidence that, 

from the farthest reaches of our pre- and 

proto-human ancestors to the people living 

down the street right now, listening to our 

fellows and exercising compassion are the 

only ways we’ve ever really made 

meaningful, sustainable strides forward.  

So, there you have it: A bit of 

information about this edition’s contents and 

the tiny grain of wisdom that’s sustained me 

these past few months. My fellows and I 

hope you can take something useful from 

this edition of The Phoenix Papers and that 

you will join us for future publications and 

events. 

 

J. Holder Bennett 

Editor-in-Chief, The Phoenix Papers 

Chair, FANS 

Dallas College 
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